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InthisunitwewillintroducetheoriginanddevelopmentofGreekphilosophy,itshistoryandits

philosopherssuchasThales,Anaximander,Anaximanes,Pythogoras,Heraclitus,Democritus

andParmenides.MostofthesephilosophersbelongedtotheIonianschoolatMiletus,thatisto

saythecoastofAsiaMinor.

THALES(624-548B.C)

Asthefounderoftheearliestschoolofhistory,ThalesofMiletusisgenerallyaccountedthe

founderand fatherofallphilosophy.Thaleswasa pre-Socraticphilosopher,astronomer,

geographerandmathematician.Hehailedfrom aplacecalledMiletusonIonia,AsiaMinor.He

wasbornabout624B.C.anddiedabout550B.C.HewasnamedamongstSevenSagesof

Greece.

AccordingtoThales,wateristhefirstprinciple.Theuniverseisfundamentallywater.Inother

words,wateristheprincipleofeverything-everythingcomesfrom waterandreturnsbackto

water.Waterispresentinallthreestates,namely,solid,liquidandvapours.Whenwateris

heated,itassumestheform ofvapour,whencooled,itbecomessolid,andlastly,whenallowed

toflowinitsnaturalform,itisliquid.Hencewaterexistsinallthethreedifferentforms.Itisfor

thisreason,waterissaidtobethefundamentalstuffoftheuniverse.Inotherwords,wateris

arche.Archeisagreekwordwhichmeans,“beginning,firstcause,ororigin.”Aristotlesaysthat

Thales“probablyderivedhisopinionfrom observingthatthenutrimentofallthingsismoist,and

thatevenactualheatisgeneratedtherefrom,andthatanimallifeissustainedbywater,and

from thefactthattheseedsofallthingspossessamoistnature,andthatwaterisafirst

principleofallthingsthatarehumid.”AccordingtoThales,wateristheultimatesourceofthe

universeandhebelievedEarthtobeadiscwhichfloatsonwater.



Thaleswasalsoascientificthinker,hegavebirthtothescientificwayofthinking.Thalespaved

thepathforscientificthinking.Forexample,hetookwatertobethefirstcauseoftheuniverse.

Inotherwords,onesinglesubstance:wateristheultimateprinciple.AccordingtoHerodotus,

Thalespredictedthesolareclipsewhichtookplacein585B.C.Healsodescribestheposition

ofUrsaMinorandbelievedthatconstellationcanbeusefulinnavigationwhileatsea.

AccordingtoBertrandRussell,Thaleswasascientificthinkerfortworeasons;

1.He discovered how to calculate the distance ofa ship atsea with the help of

observationstakenattwopoints.

2.Healsodiscoveredtocalculatetheheightofatreeorapyramidfrom thelengthofits

shadow.

Alotofcriticism hasbeenpointedtowardsThale’sscientificthinkingandphilosophyforbring

crudeinnatureandforbeingandundevelopedorincompletephilosophy.Yet,itisimportantto

notethathelaiddownthefoundationofscientificworld-view.Heishenceregardedasa

naturalistphilosopher,andnotatheocentricphilosopher.Hebelievedinhylozoism,accordingto

him,matterhaslife.AccordingtoAristotle,inhiswork,DeAnima,hewrites,Thalesbelieved

thatmagnetissomethinglivinginnatureforitattractsthingstowardsitself.Healsobelieved

thatallthingsarefullofgods.Hence,matterhaslifeanditcontainssouls.

*TwomostimportanttermsthatareusebydescribingthephilosophyofThalesare;

1.Naturalism and2.Hylozoism

Naturalism-Itisaphilosophicalview accordingtowhichthereisnothingrealexpectsthe

naturalelementslawsandprinciples.

Thalesbelievesinconceptofwatertobetheultimateprincipleoftheuniverse.Henceis

regardedasnaturalist.

Hylozoism-Itisphilosophicaldoctrinewhichbelievedthatallmattershavelifeormatterisliving

being,ithassoul.Thalesbelievedtobehylozoistbecausehebelievedmagnetissomething

whichhaslivebecause itattractsthingstowardsitself.

ANAXIMANDER



ThenextphilosopheroftheIonicschoolisAnaximander.Hewasanexceedinglyoriginaland

thinker.Hewasprobablybornabout611B.C.anddiedabout547.Hewasaninhabitantof

Miletus,andissaidtohavebeenadiscipleofThales.

AccordingtoThales,theprimalsourcewaswater.ForAnaximander,theprimalstuffwas

formless,indefinite,andinfinitematter.LastlyforAnaximenes,thearchewasair.Hencethe

threemainIonianswerematerialist.

AnaximanderlikehismasterThalesbelievedthattheultimateprincipleoftheuniverseismatter.

Butunlikehismaster,heregardedtheultimateofthefundamentalstufftobeApeironandnot

water.ApeironistheGreekwordwhichmeansthatwhichisunlimited,boundless,infiniteand

indefinite.Etymologically,thewordApeironmeanswithoutanylimitations,boundariesorend.In

otherwords,hebelievedthattheultimaterealityiseternal,formless,characterlessandinfinite

andboundless.Itisneithersubjectedtodecayordestruction.Hence,everythinggeneratesfrom

apeironandreturnsbacktoit.Accordingtohim,theformless,infinite,eternalmassisthe

fundamentalsstuffofwhichtheworldisconstituted.Inotherwords,hebelievedthatthe

formlessgeneralprinciplecanaccountfortheparticulars,butnotvice–versa.Forexamples,

theformlessmasscanbeconvertedintoearthenpitcher,bricks,tiles,etc.Buttheearthen

pitcherforinstancecannotbeconvertedintotilesorbricksoranyotherobject.Inordertogive

risetobricksortiles,theearthenpitcherhastobereducedagaintotheformlessmass.This

distinctionofformlessmassandparticularsisfurtherexplainedindetailedbyAristotle.

AnaximanderunliketheotherIonianswasthefirstphilosophertounderstandtheterm archein

adifferentway.AccordingtoThalesandAnaximenes,theterm archemeansthesourceof

beginningorthesourceoforigination.Ontheotherhand,accordingtoAnaximander,theterm

archemeansthatwhichisinfinite,eternal,limit-lessmatter.Hence,hisarcheiscalled,“eternal

andageless”.

AccordingtoAnaximander,theworldisgovernedbytheopposites.Hemeansthatitisdueto

theopposites,likehotandcold,dryandwet,etc.theworldisgoverned.Inotherwords,itisby

thewayofworkingoftheoppositestheworldgoeson.Inthisway,itcanbesaidthatwater,fire

oraircannotbethearcheortheultimatestuffoftheuniversebecauseifoneofthem isallowed

toworkuncontrollablythentheworldwouldeitherbecometoocold,ordryorwateryandinthat

casetheworldwouldceasetobe.



Anaximanderwasacosmologist.Accordingtohim,earthwasnotaflatdiscfloatingonwater,

norwasitssphericalinshape.Itwascylindricalinshapeandhebelievedthatmenlivedonthe

topofthecylinder.HealsobelievedthatEarthiscylindricalinshapeanditmovedfreelyin

space.AccordingtoAnaximander,theworldevolvedinduecourse.Atonetime,accordingto

him,therewasonlywatereverywhereandtherewereasaresultonlywatercreatures.Bydrying

upofwater,landappearedandtheseacreatureswereleftonthedryland.Thosecreatureshad

toadaptthemselvestodrylandinordertosurvive.From thistheory,onecaneasilyseethe

germ oforganicevolutioninthetheoryofevolutionbyAnaximander.

ANAXIMENES

LikethetwopreviousthinkersAnaximeneswasaninhabitantofMiletus.Hewasbornabout

588B.C.anddiedabout524.Hewroteatreatiseofwhichasmallfragmentstillremains.For

Anaximenes,theairisthefundamentalstuffoftheuniverseofwhichtheworldiscomposedof.

Hechoseairtobethefundamentalstuffoftheuniverseprimarilybecauseofitsmobility,

changeability,andinnervitality.AccordingtoAnaximenes,theprimarilystuff,airisregulatedby

thetwoopposedprinciples,namely,CondensationandRarefaction.Condensationisidentified

withgrowingcoldandRarefactionisthesamethingasheatorgrowinghot.Accordingto

Anaximenes,theworldisnotjustvapours,liquidandsolid.Rather,itisalsocolour,sound,

coarse-smooth etc.he means thatthe two opposed principle ofair-condensation and

rarefactionadmitofthequantitativedifferenceintheworld.So,heaversthatquantitycan

explainthequality.Inthemoderntimesofscientificthinking,noscientificexplanationis

consideredreliableunlessitisputintoquantitativeformula.Therefore,inthisway,outofallthe

Milesians,Anaximenesisconsideredtobethemostlogicalandscientificphilosopher.

AccordingtoAnaximenes,airisregardedasthearchebecauseitistheonlyelementwhich

resultsintheformationofallotherelementsandmaterialthings.Inotherwords,itistheair

whichresultsintheformationoftheuniverse.Hebelievedairtobe“fundamentalbreathofthe

universe”(pneuma).Itisalsoinfiniteanddivineinnature,so,thisbreathinguniverseaccording

tohim isnothingbutalivingorganism.Hence,forthisreasonAnaximenesisconsideredtobe

hylozoist.

AccordingtoAnaximenes,everythingismadeupofair.Accordingtohim,itisduetoairorair’s

pressure,theflatdiskofearthiscreatedwhichhesayswasatable-like.Hesaidthatearthis



likealeaffloatingonair.Anaximenesbelievedthatearthletoutanexhalationofairthatrarefied

(orbecamehot)andresultedintheformationofstars.Similarlyheconsideredthemoonand

thesuntobeflatandfloatingonstreamsofair.Earthquakeaccordingtohim resulteddueto

thelackofmoisturewhichleadstobreakingofEarthbecauseitgetsweakandultimatelyit

driesuporbecomesparched.Healsosuggestedthatearthquakescouldresultduetoover

abundanceofwaterpresentontheearthwhichleadstocausingcracksinit.Similarly,lightingis

causedbytheviolentseparationofcloudsbythewind,creatingabright,fire-likeflash.Lastly,

rainbowsareformedwhendenselycompressedairistouchedbytheraysofthesun.Therefore,

itcanbesaidthatAnaximenesusedairoronecausetoexplainthediversifyingeventsinthe

world,ratherthanattributingtogodorgods.Hence,hewasalsoanaturalistphilosopherand

notatheocentricphilosopher.


